
1. NARTHEX & SPIRE 
 Above the narthex or main entrance stands the tallest church spire in Canada.  
The tower portion contains a fully automated clock with four 7ft (over 2m) dials.  
It is connected to a set of ten bells which ring on the quarter hour.  The tower also 
contains a peal of twelve 'change-ringing' bells requiring twelve bell ringers.  These 
'Bells of Old York' were installed in 1997 during the Bicentennial year, and can be 
viewed Monday evenings by appointment only (contact the Parish Office at 416-
364-7865).  In the entrance proper is a carving commemorating the ordination here 
in 1960 of the first Inuit priest in the Canadian church. 

2. NAVE WINDOWS - WEST SIDE 
 The first window from the rear of the Cathedral depicts two people 
instrumental in the building up of the English Church: King Alfred the Great 871-
899 and St. Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury 959-988.  The second shows King 
John signing the Magna Carta in 1215 at Runnymede. The memorial book of the 
Royal Regiment of Canada and its predecessors sits in a case below the window.  
The next window shows Bishop Latimer preaching before King Edward VI in 
1550.  The last two windows depict the development of the Anglican Church in 
Canada.  The consecration of the first bishop, John Inglis, is followed by a window 
dedicated to Bishop John Strachan.  He is seen presiding over the first synod of the 
diocese and, above, holding the plans of the present Cathedral.  The Angels on 
either side of the bishop hold pictures of his two foundations, St. James' Cathedral 
and Trinity College (now part of the University of Toronto). 

3. THE COLOURS 
 In both the East and West aisles hang the 'retired' colours of the Royal 
Canadian Grenadiers and the Royal Regiment of Canada.  The standards of the 
Governor General's Horse Guards hang above St. John's Altar. 

4. MID-WEST PORCH 
 The white marble font is the only item to survive the fire which destroyed the 
first Cathedral in 1849.  Of the interesting small windows, the one on the south side 
shows the first church of 1807, the present Cathedral, and a group of northerners 
representing the remote missions of the Canadian church. 

5. ST. JOHN'S ALTAR 
 This altar was installed in its present position in 1974 by Dean Hugh Stiff. It 
formerly stood in the chapel in the Parish House. 

6. THE PULPIT 
 The pulpit dates from 1870 and was remodeled in 1889.  The paintings by 
Sydney Watson are a memorial to Dr. Herbert Bruce, Lieutenant Governor of 
Ontario 1932-1937.  They show depictions and symbols of saints Matthew, Mark, 
James, Luke and John. 

7. THE CHANCEL AND CHOIR 
 Set in the floor of the Chancel is a panel commemorating the worldwide 
Anglican Congress held in Toronto in 1963.  Next to it are brass plaques dedicated 
to the memory of those whose remains lie in the crypt below, including the first 
Bishop of Toronto, John Strachan, and the first Dean of Toronto, Henry Grasett.  
The carved oak choir stalls date from 1889.  On the right close to the altar rail is 
the 'Cathedra' or Bishop's throne with its tall carved canopy.  On the right close to 
the Lady Altar is the brass eagle lectern of 1889. 

8. THE ORGAN 
 The original organ by S.R. Warren has undergone many changes since its 
installation soon after the Cathedral opened.  The firm of Casavant Freres 
undertook a major overhaul in 1936, and a further tonal revision in 1967.  The 
organ now has over 5,000 pipes controlled by a moveable console installed by J. W. 
Walker & Sons in 1979. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
9. THE HIGH ALTAR & WINDOWS 
 The present High Altar of carved oak dates from 1947.  Several of the altar 
frontals were created by the Royal School of Needlework in London.  The 
central Chancel window, made in Germany, depicts the Last Supper and 
Christ's Ascension.  A series of six parables in the window to the left is 
balanced by a series of six works of mercy in the window to the right. On either 
side of the chancel are windows associated with the Old Testament (four 
prophets) and the New Testament (the four evangelists). 

10. THE LADY ALTAR 
 This altar, erected in memory of Bishop Strachan in 1870, previously stood 
in the sanctuary.  It was moved to its present position in 1947.  In the aumbry 
to the right the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.  Close to the altar is the 
Glastonbury Chair used by the bishop during ordinations and confirmations. 

11. BAPTISTRY 
 The original mid-east porch was converted into the present day baptistry in 
1891 by the Nordheimer family in memory of their two sons who died in 
childhood.  The font is of cast bell metal and is large enough for complete 
immersion after the custom of the early church.  On the wall to the left of the 
Baptistery is a replica of a Saxon cross, such crosses were sent to all 
Commonwealth cathedrals in 1932 by the 'Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.’ 

12. NAVE WINDOWS – EAST SIDE 
 The nave windows follow a plan set out by Canon V. Welch in the 1890's.  
They tell the story of the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem (the window by 
the Lady Altar) to Toronto (the window by the pulpit).  The first of the series 
on the east side was made in the Tiffany style by a New York State company.  
It shows the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at Pentecost.  The 
second window, moving towards the rear of the Cathedral, depicts Christ 
appearing to St. Paul on the road to Damascus.  South of the Baptistry, the 
windows show the beginnings of Christianity in England.  In the first one 
Pope Gregory dispatches St. Augustine as a missionary to England in 596.  In 
the second window, St. Hilda (614-680) rules over monasteries of men and 
women at Whitby in Yorkshire.  In the third window are depictions of 
Caedmon, the first English poet to relate the Gospel stories in the English 
language, and the Venerable Bede shown writing the Ecclesiastical History of 
the English People in his monk's cell at Jarrow. 

13. ST. GEORGE'S CHAPEL 
 Formerly the east entrance to the Cathedral, this area was converted into 
the present chapel by the Cawthra family in 1935 to commemorate the silver 
Jubilee of King George V.  The south window depicts members of the Royal 
Family and representatives of the Empire.  The window above the altar 
depicts Christ the King reigning from the cross. 

14. THE WEST ENTRANCE 
 Of the many memorials in this area, the busts of Bishop Strachan, Dean 
Grasett and Chief Justice Draper are notable.  Above the entrance door is the 
ensign of HMCS Ontario.  The stained glass window installed in 1997 during 
the Cathedral's Bicentennial portrays the call of St. James.  It was given by 
the Governor General's Horse Guards, whose emblem appears in the 
window's lower portion.  In this area is also located the Gift Shop and access 
to the lower level washrooms. 
 




